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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-5, 7, 9, 11-15, 17 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by US 5,777,660 (Ard). 

As to claim 1, Ard teaches an imaging system for imaging a bound document, 
comprising: 

a support (comprising 40 and 42, see Fig. 1) for holding an open bound 
document thereon, the bound document having two opposing sides generally facing 
away from the support (see Fig. 1); 

a first camera 140 (see Fig. 5) positioned to capture an image of a first opposing 
side of the bounds document (see Fig. 1), the first camera having an image capture size 
approximately the size of the first opposing side (note that this limitation is given little 
weight as it is not made clear how close the size would have to be for it to be 
approximately the size of the side), the first camera being configured to store the 
captured image of the first opposing side (not disclosed but necessary as the document 
is being scanned); and 

a second camera 142 positioned to capture an image of a second opposing side 
of the bound document, the second camera having an image capture size 
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approximately the size of the second opposing side (note that this limitation is given little 
weight as it is not made clear how close the size would have to be for it to be 
approximately the size of the side), the second camera being configured to store the 
captured image of the second opposing side (not disclosed but necessary as the 
document is being scanned). 

As to claim 2, see the rejection of claim 1 and note that Ard further teaches that 
the imaging system of claim 1, further comprising a controller for controlling the image 
capturing by the cameras (Column 3 lines 57-59). 

As to claim 3, see the rejection of claim 1 and note that Ard further teaches the 
imaging system of claim 1, further comprising: a first flash 132 associated with the first 
camera for selectively lighting the first opposing side simultaneous with the first camera 
140 capturing the image of the first opposing side (see Fig. 5); and 

a second flash associated with the second camera for selectively lighting the first 
opposing side simultaneous with the second camera 142 capturing the image of the 
second opposing side (see Fig. 5). 

As to claim 4, see the rejection of claim 1 and note that Ard further teaches the 
imaging system of claim 1, further comprising a light absorbing page (120 and 122) 
being positioned between the first opposing side and the second opposing side (see 
Fig. 5 and note that all materials absorb at least some light). 
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As to claim 5, see the rejection of claim 4 and note that Ard further teaches the 
imaging system of claim 4, further comprising a positioner (not shown but the 
mechanism that moves head 12) for positioning the light absorbing page (120 and 122), 
the positioner having a first position for positioning the light-absorbing page over the first 
opposing side and a second position for positioning the light-absorbing page over the 
second opposing side (see Fig. 5 and note that the first and second positions are offset 
by what appears to be an acute angle). 

As to claim 7, see the rejection of claim 1 and note that Ard further teaches the 
imaging system of claim 1, wherein the cameras are high definition cameras (note that 
this is a term of degree and it is not clear from the claims what the cut-off is for a 
camera being considered high definition, but for example, see Column 4 lines 46 to 67 
of Ard). 

As to claim 9, see the rejection of claim 1 and note that Ard does not teach 
specifically that captured images are transferred from each camera to a memory device 
it is inherent for the cameras to store the captured images in a memory device as if the 
images were not stored on a memory device the device would be useless for scanning 
books as it would simply capture images of successive pages and then destroy said 
image when a next picture is taken. Note further that the use of "high speed data 
interface" is given little weight as the claim doe not delineate what is and is not high 
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Claims 11-15, 17 and 19 are method claims that correspond to the apparatus 
claims 1-5, 7 and 9 and are therefore rejected on the same grounds as claims 1-5, 7 
and 9 but drawn to a method instead of an apparatus. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 6 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
US 5,777,660 (Ard) in view of US 6,491,278 (Thomsen). 

As to claim 6, see the rejection of claim 1 and note that Ard does not explicitly 
teach that the bound document is tilted at an angle toward an operator. However 
Thomsen teaches a support for a notebook that is tilted at an angle towards a user 
because this provides for more friendly access by a user (see Fig. 1). Therefore it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to have tilted the open bound document towards an operator as this is allows for more 
friendly access by an operator (Column 2 lines 65-67). 

Claim 16 is a method claim that corresponds to the apparatus of claim 6 and is 
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therefore rejected on the same grounds as claim 6 but drawn to a method instead of an 
apparatus. 

5. Claims 8 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
US 5,777,660 (Ard) in view of US 2,406,152 (Levine). 

As to claim 8, see the rejection of claim 1 and note that although Ard teaches an 
operator handle 90 with the scan button on located thereon it is not taught that the scan 
button can be a foot pedal. However, Levine teaches a camera that operates with a foot 
pedal because the operator's hands are otherwise occupied (see Fig. 1 and Column 4 
lines 39-59). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have made the placed the scan button on a foot 
pedal as this would free the hands to perform other tasks. 

Claim 18 is a method claim that corresponds to the apparatus of claim 8 and is 
therefore rejected on the same grounds as claim 8 but drawn to a method instead of an 
apparatus. 

6. Claims 10 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over US 5,777,660 (Ard) in view of the Examiners Official Notice. 

As to claim 10, see the rejection of claim 1 and note that Ard does not teach that 
the cameras contain memory cards. 

However, the Examiner takes Official Notice that it was old and well known at the 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/71 3,662 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2622 

time the invention was made to provide a flash memory card in a camera and to provide 
other flash memory cards that can be used if the first cards become full. Therefore it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have provided the first and second cameras of Ard with flash memory devices 
for storing the captured images and provided additional memory cards for swapping if 
the first cards became full as this provides a cost effective method of storing captured 
images. 

Claim 20 is a method claim that corresponds to the apparatus of claim 10 and is 
therefore rejected on the same grounds as claim 10 but drawn to a method instead of 
an apparatus. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicants disclosure. US 5,640,252 (Turner et al.). US 6,493,469 (Taylor et al.). US 
5,636,006 (Wu). US 6,762,862 (Lam et al.). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dillon Durnford-Geszvain whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-2829. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8 
am to 5 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivek Srivastava can be reached on (571) 272-7304. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Dillon Durnford-Geszvain 6/15/2007 



/ John M. Villecco/ 

Primary Examiner. Art Unit 2622 



June 18, 2007 



